THE FUTURE OF INDIA
but there are 750,000 villages teeming
with unlettered masses of humanity,
primitive, helpless, and little better
than the animals, groping vaguely
for death so that a worthier fate might
be attained with the reincarnation.
Ninety per cent, of the peoples of
India live in these villages ; and of the
ten per cent, in towns an insignificant
fraction has succumbed to western
influences.
Drastic action for reform will have
to be undertaken. Religion will have
to be purged of its impurities. Caste
distinctions will have to be jettisoned.
Enlightenment must displace ignorance
in the villages* The entire standard
of living must be raised. Material
ambitions must be infused into the
peoples; for the desire to be better
than one's neighbour, Mayfair's sneer
though it be at suburbia, is responsible
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